
Why choose a Leafy Corn Silage Hybrid from Munson Hybrids?

MORE & BETTER
LEAFY CORN SILAGE



I’m considering planting a Leafy or Floury Leafy, 
but it doesn’t look great in competitive yield trials or 
with MILK2006…why is this?

Most yield trials are planted at populations that are much too 
high for Leafies. While the Leafy may produce high tonnage, under these 
conditions, the Leafy will produce less starch and more lignin and will 
probably have some agronomic issues such as root lodging. A Leafy must 
be planted at a low population of 28,000-30,000 to yield its highest quantity 
of high quality silage. The milk per ton or milk per acre numbers that are 
generated from these trials are the result of measuring an inferior Leafy 
crop planted at 35,000 ppa. Neither calculation takes into account the 
added starch digestibility of the Leafy or Floury Leafy Corn Silage Hybrid, 
nor the other silage specific benefits that Leafies offer.

LEAFY 
CORN SILAGE
TESTIMONIALS

“We’ve been using Leafy silage seed 
from Munson Hybrids for 5 years. 
The cost per ton per acre allowed 
us to reduce silage acres and put 
more acres into beans which was 
the initial selling point to switch. 
Then we achieved 3-5 lbs extra milk 
per cow per day and we knew we 
made the right decision. Now we 
see cobs and not tassels when we 
are chopping.”

 
Tim & Debby Strnad 
Lena, Wisconsin

“Floury Leafy Hybrids really helped 
my profitability versus BMRs. I get 
much more tonnage and my input 
costs are less.”

 
Ken Klatt 
Menomonie, Wisconsin

WHY CHOOSE A  
Leafy Corn Silage Hybrid from Munson Hybrids?
Well, first it is all we offer since we’ve studied the data and know Leafy 
Hybrids (LFS) produce more and better silage which means more 
and better milk production. Leafy Corn Silage Hybrid gets its name 
from the gene that produces a plant with 8 or more leaves above the 
top ear. Floury Leafy Corn Silage Hybrids have these extra leaves 
but also have a silage specific kernel with more floury interiors. The 
benefits of growing and feeding a Leafy or Floury Leafy Corn Silage 
Hybrid begin with these extra leaves but don’t end there…

BENEFITS OF A 
Leafy Corn Silage Hybrid versus a Dual Purpose Hybrid

• STRONG AGRONOMICS –  
good stalks, strong roots & drought tolerance

• HIGH TOTAL PLANT YIELD –  
balance of high yields of BOTH digestible fiber AND starch

• LONG HARVEST WINDOW –  
dries slowly once it reaches optimal harvest moisture

• SHORT STORAGE PERIOD –  
can be fed quickly to save on space & reduce dry matter losses

• HIGH STARCH CONTENT –  
plenty of energy-rich starch to help make milk

• HIGH STARCH DIGESTIBILITY –  
kernels break up easily at harvest & during cow chewing

• HIGH FIBER DIGESTIBILITY –  
high NDF digestibility & effective fiber to promote rumination

• RATION TYPE ADAPTABILITY –  
can be balanced in various rations for all cow groups on farm

• EXCELLENT FEED QUALITY –  
palatable and promotes healthy rumination

MORE & BETTER
LEAFY CORN SILAGE



HYBRID TYPE COMPARISON
Many silage products boast only one quality of the plant, such 
as fiber digestibility, grain yield or kernel type. Chances are 
that the other characteristics of these hybrids were bred for 
grain. The best silage products have been bred to achieve 
total plant silage qualities. Expect more from your silage crop.
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Strong Agronomics   

High Total Plant Yield   

Long Harvest Window  

Short Storage Period  

Ration Type Adaptability   

Excellent Feed Quality   

High Fiber Digestibility    

High Starch Content    

High Starch Digestibility   

RESEARCH: MILK STUDY
Researchers at the University of Wisconsin conducted a milk 
study that compared a Floury Leafy to a BMR hybrid. They 
found that “the starch portion of LFY was more digestible 
than BMR as observed by ruminal in vitro and in situ starch 
digestibility coefficients.” They found that the Floury Leafy had 
a “10 percentage unit greater ruminal in situ starch digestibility 
coefficient (12 h)…compared with BMR.” They also found 
that “kernel virtuousness was more than 2-fold greater for 
BMR than Floury Leafy (90.0 vs. 37.5%)” and that “starch 
digestibility of the BMR was inhibited by virtuousness.” They 
concluded that their results “imply that [silage] hybrid selection 
programs, which focus on increasing starch digestibility by 
dairy cows through selection of softer kernel texture, are 
feasible.” Unpublished data showed that the Floury Leafy 
yielded 11% more DM than the BMR. (Ferraretto et al., 2015)

POPULATION AFFECTS YIELD
Leafy Corn Silage Hybrids have been bred and tested for 
the market since 1989. In that time, numerous population 
studies have been conducted on the best hybrids. They have 
suffered hot, dry seasons and experienced major weather 
events with high winds and heavy rains. What has been 
discovered is that plants with 8-9 LAE achieve maximum 
yields at 30,000 ppa. For plants with 10-11 LAE, maximum 
yields result when they are planted at 28,000 ppa. At 28,000 
to 30,000 ppa, Leafy Corn Silage Hybrids have strong roots 
and good drought response. They also produce a crop with 
excellent feed qualities – high starch and a good proportion 
of digestible fiber. At these populations, Leafies are higher-
yielding than grain hybrids that are planted at 35,000 ppa by 
about 10%.

RESEARCH:  
LEAFIES & MILK POTENTIAL
Researchers at the University of Wisconsin compared a 
Leafy Corn Silage Hybrid to a dual purpose hybrid in a feed 
study. They found that “{t}otal-tract digestibility of dietary 
starch was higher for leafy compared with conventional corn 
hybrids.” This was possibly related to higher grain moisture 
content or softer kernel texture for Leafy. The researchers 
calculated that 86% of the starch from the dual purpose 
hybrid was digestible and that 93% of the Leafy starch was 
digestible. They also found that “there was a trend for higher 
milk fat percentage for Leafy compared to CH (conventional 
hybrid).” (Bal et al., 2000)

Leafy Corn Hybrids = 8 – 13 leaves above the ear

Floury Leafy Corn Hybrids = 8 – 13 leaves above the  
ear, plus a silage specific kernel (more floury interiors)

Grain Corn Hybrids = 5 – 7 leaves above the ear

• Hybrids have 70% more leaf  
area above the ear per plant 
than dual-purpose grain hybrids.

• Hybrids have 40% more  
total leaf area per plant than 
dual-purpose grain hybrids.

LEAFY  
CORN SILAGE

Dual purpose hybrids have a 
modern grain type kernel with 
more vitreous starch, while 
Leafy and Floury Leafy Corn 
Silage Hybrids have more 
floury kernel types.
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